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If you are anything like me, you’re always searching for a
good deal. When it comes to traveling and vacationing, my
deal-seeking instincts go into overdrive. I hate paying full
price for travel and, I have to admit, people who spend
hundreds and sometimes thousands of dollars on airline
tickets always shock me. The same ticket that was
purchased for $1,000 could have easily been purchased for
$500, oftentimes even less, had they done some research,
been a little patient, and were even just a little bit flexible in
their travel plans.
My love for travel started when I was just 18 years old. I got
my dream job working for a major airline. Sure, the pay was
crappy, but the benefits? Boy, oh boy, the benefits sure
made up for it.
For those who don’t know, working for an airline does more
than provide you with a weekly paycheck. One of the perks of
dealing with cranky customers, 5 am shifts and working
weekends and holidays is free unlimited travel. You have no
idea how many times I flew to New York from California for
lunch, not because I was hungry, but because I could!
With five years in the airline industry under my belt, and
having graduated college, it was time to move on. From that
point on if I wanted to travel, I had to do what everyone else
did: I had to pay for it. That was a tough pill to swallow
because, let’s face it, after five years of free travel I was
spoiled. So, with clipped wings and student loan debt, I spent
months researching ways to travel the world without going
broke.
After a year of researching travel websites, following travel
bloggers, and subscribing to countless newsletters, I
became somewhat of a “travel guru.” You can thank the
hundreds of people I've helped find cheap tickets for, for
that nickname. In fact, this book was written in part thanks
to the encouragement of those people.
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I'm not here to sell you a travel pipe dream. The tips I cover in
this book I have personally used for years. Since leaving the
airlines I have traveled the world (with my daughter) on a
single mom budget. We have checked off 42 states and 12
countries from our travel bucket list over the course of 4
years.
My goal for this book is to supply you with valuable
information and resources to book your dream vacation
without going broke in the process. If you follow the
information in this book I promise you will never pay full price
for an airline ticket or hotel room again, even during peak
travel seasons.
While the tips I offer in this book have been used by
thousands of people and have been proven to work, let’s talk
a bit about the type of traveler who would benefit the most
from this book.
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This is the perfect book for you if you:
Can travel last minute or with little planning. Since most
deals are booked less than 90 days prior to departure,
those who have some flexibility as to when they can
travel benefit the most from the tips in this book.
Live near a major airline hub or have the ability to drive to
one for the best deals. These hubs are Los Angeles (LAX),
San Francisco (SFO), New York (JFK), Chicago (ORD),
Houston (IAH), Atlanta (ATL), Boston (BOS), and Seattle
(SEA). That’s not to say that you won’t find a great deal
flying out of South Dakota, but don’t count on it
happening often.
You have either money saved or access to a credit card or
savings with which you can book something right away
should a deal become available. Many of the discount
deals I talk about book fast, and when I say fast, I mean
FAST! There have been deals that have come across my
computer and in the time it took me to do my “I can’t
believe I’m about to go to (insert country or city here)
happy dance” and grab my credit card, the flight is gone.
If you want to be a budget traveler you have to have
money set aside and be ready to book, or at least pay a
deposit (more on that later), at a moment’s notice.
Having as little as $300 is enough to get you started.
You don’t mind traveling off-season. Sure, Paris is
beautiful in the summer, but it’s also just as beautiful in
the spring, fall and winter. You can’t go wrong with
traveling off-season. Hotels are cheaper, tourist
attractions are less crowded, and it’s easier to ask for
discounts and upgrades. I have been able to check
several places off my bucket list by simply traveling offseason.
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So now that we know who will benefit the most from this
eBook, let’s dive right in and talk about some of the people
you should be following on social media to ensure you never
miss a deal.
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Let’s face it, social media is where it's at and, unless you are
on Facebook and Twitter, you are going to miss out on some
major deals. Seventy-five percent of the flights I find are
because someone I follow on Facebook or Twitter posted the
deal and I was able to jump on it before the general public
found out about it.
So, with that said, if you’re not on Facebook or Twitter, sign
up for an account. It’s free. After you get your account all set
up be sure to click the links below and visit the following
pages:
THE FLIGHT DEAL
The flight deal is a website that also has a very strong
Facebook and Twitter presence. They post several times a
day with flight deals from the following departure cities: New
York, Boston, Philadelphia, Washington D.C., Baltimore,
Miami, Fort Lauderdale, Dallas, Phoenix, Los Angeles, San
Francisco, Portland, Seattle, and Chicago to all over the
world. I like The Flight Deal because you can filter out the
cities that are close to you. For example, since I live in Los
Angeles, I set mine up to get alerts from Los Angeles and San
Francisco.
SECRET FLYING
Much like The Flight Deal, Secret Flying posts deals daily
(sometimes hourly) for flights departing from all over the
world. Unlike The Flight Deal, which posts mostly domestic
departures, Secret Flying posts deals from both domestic
and international departure cities.
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The reason I like Secret Flying is they are the Kings of error
fares. Error fares are when an airline posts a flight with an
error in pricing. For example, I once found a round trip flight
from Los Angeles to Paris listed at $88 instead of $880. You
would be surprised by how often this happens and even more
surprised by how often airlines standby their error and
honors the price.
The thing to remember with error fares is that they go
quickly, usually never lasting more than a few hours. Also,
since these flights were posted in error, hold off on booking
hotels since the airline does have the right to correct the
error and cancel your ticket. Most airlines do honor the error,
but in the rare cases that they don’t, you don’t want to be
stuck with a non-refundable hotel and no flight.
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Now that we have Facebook set up and you’re getting flight
alerts, let’s talk about what websites you should sign up for
to receive additional alerts.
The following websites don’t send out error fares or
amazingly cheap deals that need to be booked at a moment’s
notice, but they do post some really good deals, and they
last much longer.
AIRFARE WATCHDOG
I use airfarewatchdog.com to build my travel bucket list.
They have a cool feature that allows you to put in what cities
you want to travel to and the price you want to pay.
They will then send you an alert when a flight for the price
you want, going to your destination becomes available. You
can also tell them which airlines you don’t want to receive
offers from, which is also a great feature. Another reason
they make my list is that they are one of the only websites
that will send alerts for Southwest Airlines.
FARE COMPARE
This is another one of my go-to websites. I like this site
because I love to use miles to travel. So whenever possible, I
try my best to book my flights on American Airlines.
With Fare Compare they give you the ability to search for
deals by departure city and airline. That means I can type in
LAX to “everywhere” on American Airlines and it will send me
daily alerts on all of the flights leaving from LAX on American
Airlines that, based on their algorithm, are considered to be
good deals.
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SCOTTS CHEAP FLIGHTS
Scott’s Cheap Flights was started by Scott Keyes. His site
finds deals that save customers hundreds of dollars on
round-trip international flights. For example:
New York to Paris on Christmas week for under $280
(regular price $1,200)
San Francisco to Melbourne for $421 (regular price
$1,200)
Chicago to Tokyo for $424 (regular price $1,000)
Scotts Cheap Flights is the first thing I check before booking
a flight. Scotts Cheap flights is a paid service however they
offer a free version and a paid version. The paid version is
most definitely worth the money.
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So we’ve followed a few companies on Facebook and we’ve
set up a few flight alerts. Now let’s search for and book
some flights. Most of the time, when I travel I am open to
where and when I travel. Sure, I have a few places on my
bucket list that I would like to eventually visit, but I’m willing
to hold off on those until I come across the right deal. This is
why I use the above websites to set alerts for my “bucket
list” destinations.
I am often asked what I consider a “good deal.” For me, I
consider a domestic flight under $200 heading to the east
coast a good deal. For international flights to destinations
like London, Paris, Amsterdam, etc., I try to stay under $300.
Have I spent more than this on flights? Sure. But usually not
by much. I always take into consideration the season. If it is
peak season (summer, spring break, or holiday time) I am
willing to increase my price a little, depending on how badly I
want to take the trip.
For destinations like Australia, parts of Asia, and the Middle
East, I’m willing to go as high as $500 because I know these
destinations are more expensive in general and deals are
harder to come by. When I do travel to these places, I never
pay for my ticket in advance. I always use a layaway service
so that I have time to pay down the balance. I will talk more
about this a little later.
I also consider the airline. I travel on American Airlines often
since I earn miles with their credit card. When I book a flight
on American Airlines I am willing to pay $50-$75 more
because I know I’m earning miles, which will lead to a free
ticket in the future. I also make sure to book this flight with
my American Airlines credit card since I earn one mile per
dollar spent, on top of the miles I earn for the actual flight.
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Either way, at the end of the day, regardless of season,
airline or destination, I never pay more than $200 for a
domestic flight or $500 for an international flight. There’s
simply no need to as long as you have flexibility
The following pages will give a review of each website.
SKYSCANNER
Skyscanner price checks with over1,200 travel companies,
so you don't have to. Sign up for Price Alerts and they will tell
you as soon as prices change on a flight you like. Then you
can decide whether to book -- or not. I love their 'Everywhere'
search feature that allows you to search flights from your
destination to "everywhere" so you to see where and when
you can travel based on your location and your budget.
GOOGLE FLIGHT SEARCH
When you use Google Flights to find plane tickets, you can
get the best fares for where and when you want to travel.
Use Google flights to:
Find and book a round trip, one-way and multi-city tickets
Use an interactive calendar and price graph to find the
best fares
Filter your flight search by cabin class, airlines, and
number of stops
Google Flights allows you to book flights from more than 300
airline and online travel agency partners. These partnerships
have no impact on the ranking of offers suggested to you.
SKIPPEDLAGGED
Skiplagged is a powerful flight search engine that specializes
in finding hidden city fares. Booking a hidden city fare is
when you buy a ticket to a point beyond where you actually
want to go. Your ticket lists one destination but the city you
actually want to visit is the layover city on the way. You book
a flight from A to C with a layover in B, with the intention of
staying in city B.
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The hidden city trick is an oddity created by the search
engine that airlines use to set prices for plane tickets.
Airlines set ticket prices based on what they think people
will pay for them, not based on how much it costs to fly the
plane. So, for example, let’s say you are looking to fly from
Los Angeles (LAX) to Chicago (ORD).
You might be able to find a flight for $300. But what if you
could fly from LAX to New York with a “layover” in Chicago for
only $150? That's where Skiplagged comes in. They focus on
finding tickets with layovers in your destination city that can
only be booked if you’re willing to ditch the other half of your
tickets.
When booking with SKIPPEDLAGGED keep these tips in mind;
NEVER book round trip tickets when using Skiplagged.
Since you are only flying a portion of your trip (LAX – ORD,
instead of LAX-ORD-JFK) once you miss the JFK leg of
your trip, the airline will cancel your return flight.
NEVER check bags. Since your final destination according
to your ticket is actually JFK, that is where your bags will
end up. To avoid having to check a bag make sure your
bag is the correct carry on size, it’s not overweight, and
you arrive at the airport early to ensure you get overhead
space, or your bags might have to end up being checked
which means they will end up in JFK while you end up at
ORD. This would result in having to make a call to the
airline and trust me it won't be warm and fuzzy.
NEVER use a frequent flyer account. This is the quickest
way to have all of the miles you have spent months and
sometimes years racking up taken from you.
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PRICELINE
Priceline stands out as one of the best places to get airfare
deals largely due to their bidding service, which allows you to
decided how much you want to pay for your flight.
You won’t get to choose your flight times or airlines
beforehand when you use the Name Your Own Price® tool, but
if keeping costs to a minimum is your top priority, this may
be a sacrifice you’re willing to make.

With Priceline, you’ll save up to 40% off your flight costs and
you’re guaranteed to fly on one of Priceline’s partner airlines
between the hours of 6 a.m. and 10 p.m.
KAYAK
KAYAK earns a place on this list for being one of the best
airline comparison sites in the industry. Their detailed search
tools give you the opportunity to focus your search on just
those results that fit your criteria.
You’re able to choose specific travel days, times, and even
cabin class. If you can afford to be flexible with your travel
plans, KAYAK can be an even bigger help. Search flexible
dates and add nearby airports to increase your chances of
finding an affordable rate.
Because KAYAK is a travel search engine, all the results you
see on their website are pulled from other travel sites, so
you’ll have to go to the supplier's site to complete the
booking process.
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AIRFORDABLE
If you use only one website suggested in this eBook, let it be
this one. Airfordable is a Chicago startup that hit the travel
industry in December of 2015, however, many people have
still never heard of them. So what, exactly, do they do that
makes them so important? They are the only company of its
kind offering layaway options for flights (it’s about time
someone thought of this).
With Airfordable you can place ANY round trip ticket, from
any airline in any amount on layaway for up to 6 weeks with
just a small deposit (usually 10% of the total cost of the
ticket). And when I say ANY airline ticket I mean ANY. I have
booked several error fare flights using Airfordable when I
didn’t have enough to cover the full cost of the ticket but
didn’t want to miss out on a deal.
Airfordable takes away the “I can’t afford to travel” excuse.
If you have $25-$75 lying around, you can afford to travel.
This is a great resource for large families or for those that
just have to fly first class but don’t have the budget to do
so. Another perk with Airfordable is that if for some reason
you can’t afford to pay off your balance you lose your deposit
but you get any other payments you have made returned to
you.
The team at Airfordable move quickly, so catching those
error fares is totally possible. After you submit the required
information (departure and arrival cities, flight numbers,
total including tax, and a screenshot) and submit payment
they book your flight instantly.
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You have 6 weeks to pay off your ticket with bi-monthly
debits to your credit card. If you decide to pay off your ticket
in advance, you can.
All tickets must have departure dates of at least 30 days
and tickets need to be paid in full 30 days prior to the
departure date. Once your tickets are paid in full you will
receive confirmation numbers.
Another perk to using Airfordable is you can still earn airline
miles on your purchase.
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So, now that we’ve dealt with the most stressful part of trip
planning let’s talk hotels, or accommodations in general
since there are several options available depending on your
budget and travel style.
I’m a firm believer in not spending the majority of your travel
budget on a hotel. After all, the whole point of travel is to
see the city, not spend the day in your hotel. When it comes
to booking hotels, I ask myself the following questions:
Is it clean? This is a big one for me. I don’t do roaches or bed
bugs so if a hotel has either of those, it’s a no-go for me and
it should be for you as well.
Is it located in the city center? If you have to travel more
than 30 minutes to get to tourist attractions, look for
another hotel. The amount of money you save on the hotel
you will end up spending on transportation and wasted time
getting into the city every day.
Does it have good, recent reviews? I love a good deal, but I
won’t sacrifice cleanliness, travel time, or safety to save a
buck. Before I book any hotel, hostel, or vacation rental I read
reviews. And not just any reviews, recent reviews (within the
past 3 months).
My guidelines for reviews are simple. The location must have
a minimum of 500 reviews, with at least 10 reviews from the
past 3 months, and have a score of at least 80% or higher.
For reviews, I check websites like Trip Advisor and Yelp.
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I also make it a point to do a general search on Google and
YouTube with the following phrases “ACME Hotel Reviews,”
“ACME Hotel Roaches,” “ACME Hotel Bed Bugs,” and “ACME
Hotel Walk Through” (replace “ACME” with the actual name of
your hotel). This will pull up any articles, blog posts, or
YouTube videos from anyone who has ever stayed in this
hotel and did a review.
Since we live in a cell phone driven society, you can usually
find a video walkthrough on YouTube so that you know
exactly what you’re getting when you book. When looking at
reviews on Trip Advisor pay close attention to traveler
photos.
Hotels will be sure to only display their property in the best
light. Travel photos will always tell the truth so those should
carry more weight when making your decision.
Now, let’s talk about a few tips that will help you score a
cheaper hotel room. When it comes to accommodations, I
have stayed in nearly every type of accommodation there is.
From five star and budget hotels to hostels and vacation
rentals, heck, I’ve even couched surfed.
In my years of staying in hotels I've learned a few useful tips
that I still follow when booking hotels:
1. Look at business hotels.
Business hotels can offer great deals, especially when
traveling on weekends. Hotels are often slower during the
summer months and on weekends at hotels that cater to
business travelers, which can lead to lower prices.
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2. Book last minute - when it comes to hotels, sometimes
waiting until the last minute can help you snag a better price.
Typically, a hotel's cancellation policy falls anywhere
between 24 to 48 hours in advance, at which point rooms
become available at lower rates.
3. Book flights and hotels together. Bundling a flight and
hotel in one booking can often save you money on both your
hotel and flight.
4. Sign up for loyalty programs. Loyalty pays when it comes
to travel. I learned a long time ago that hotels often reward
loyal members with unadvertised rates as well as special
upgrades.
5. Sign up for alerts on price drops. When you don't have the
time to keep a close eye on prices, sign up for alerts through
websites like Hotels.com and Kayak. They'll take care of the
work for you, emailing you when the prices start to drop while
ensuring that they don't flood your inbox.
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VRBO
This vacation rental site (owned by Expedia) wins hands
down for being user friendly. Search results are shown in
both a map view and a detailed listing view. Unlike Airbnb
which offers rooms for rent, with VRBO every property listed
is 100% private so you'll never have to worry about sharing
your space with anyone else.
TRIP ADVISOR
They might be known for their hotel and travel reviews but
did you also know you can also book vacation rentals/
TripAdvisor offers a mix of rentals, some of which can be
paid for online while others require making arrangements
with the owner. I prefer to book online so I'll be covered by
Tripadvisor’s Payment Protection guarantee.
GROUPON
The popular deal website known for coupons on goods and
services also offers budget travel packages called Groupon
Getaways. The company offers three types of travel
experiences: domestic hotels, air-inclusive international
packages, and cruises.
For domestic hotels, there’s no need to contact the hotel
after booking. Show up on your date of arrival as you would if
you used Expedia.
For all-inclusive trips, Groupon plays middleman and hands
things over to a travel agent or online tour operator who
books the trip from start to finish.
All you have to do is contact the provider and redeem your
voucher within the booking window.
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HOTWIRE
Hotwire is my all-time favorite website for booking hotels
and I book nearly 80% of my hotel stays on this website.
Hotwire is a blind bidding website, meaning you won’t know
what hotel you are getting until after you have paid. You do
get the opportunity to select the city and area you would like
to stay in as well as the hotel star class (i.e. Five stars, Four
stars and beyond).
The thought of not knowing what hotel you are booking
instills fear into the average traveler. However, when you
follow these simple steps, you will walk away not only
knowing what hotel you are getting but with a lot more
money in your pocket.
Always use Betterbidding.com and match up the amenities
given to you by Hotwire against the amenities found on
Better Bidding.
Never select anything less than a 3 star. The outcome is just
too risky.
Try booking your hotel 2-3 days before you actually travel.
With Hotwire you are only able to bid in your city, area, and
star class once before they make you wait 24 hours. By
booking 2-3 days before your travels you have the
opportunity to play around with the bidding and make several
bids before running out of options.
Another trick is to use a different login and credit card than
the one you made your first bid with. If you are traveling with
a friend you can also have them place bids.
Read the fine print very carefully before booking. Are your
dates correct? Are you expected to pay a resort fee upon
arrival? Can you have more than two people in the room?
These are all important things to note because once you
place your bid, and win, there are NO REFUNDS.
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Make sure your credit card matches the driver’s license or
passport you plan to use at check-in. I had a near horror story
a few years ago where I booked a room with a credit card in
my married name but the passport I used at check-in was in
my maiden name. I had to drive over 80 miles back home to
get my driver’s license because neither the hotel nor Hotwire
was willing to let it slide. Luckily for me, I was still in the
state. Had I been traveling out of state, I would have been
out of money from the hotel and left stuck looking for a lastminute place to stay.
PRICELINE
Much like Hotwire, Priceline also operates as a bidding
website. Priceline can be a little riskier than Hotwire because
with Priceline you don’t get a list of amenities so figuring out
your hotel can be a little trickier.
With Priceline, you select your zone (the area you want to
stay in), your hotel class (1 Star to 5 Star), and then you
enter the price you are willing to pay.
You can still use BetterBidding.com to figure out the hotel
you might get, however it is less accurate than Hotwire. My
advice when using Priceline, never select a star class you are
uncomfortable staying in. For me, when I use Priceline I never
go lower than 3 stars, and the majority of the time, I select 4
or 5 stars.
Although Hotwire is my blind bidding website of choice, I
have never had a bad experience with Priceline and their
prices do tend to be slightly less than Hotwire.
I usually select Hotwire over Priceline when there is a
specific hotel I am looking for and I feel confident after
checking BetterBidding.com that this is the hotel I am
getting. If, however, I don’t have a preference, then I have no
issues using Priceline.
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Another thing to keep in mind with Priceline, as well as with
Hotwire, is that all bookings are final. However, Priceline has
been kind enough to let me rebook a room after I made the
mistake of booking the wrong date. With both Priceline and
Hotwire, you are unable to earn hotel points.
*A side note, on their website where you enter in your bidding
price there is a box that offers a “suggested” rate based on
the area and hotel class. Ignore it; you can usually knock a
good 40% off the price you see listed here. If you are going
to give this box any attention it should be to calculate your
bid minus 40% off the rate you see listed.
BOOKING.COM
It’s rare that I book a hotel outside of Hotwire or Priceline
because the prices are just too good to pass up. There are
times, however, when bidding sites just don’t come through.
Maybe it's a holiday and all rooms are full, or the rooms
available are still too expensive, or sometimes I just have a
very specific hotel in mind. When this happens, Booking.com
is my go-to booking website.
I have found that they offer the best rates outside of blind
bidding websites, plus they have nearly every hotel on Earth
listed. They have very powerful filters that allow you to
search for nearly any amenity a hotel could offer. When I
need to know which hotels offer kids clubs, on-site water
parks, airport shuttles, or kitchens, I know Booking.com will
tell me everything I need to know.
Another great feature with Booking.com is your ability to
book without a credit card and free cancelations. If I find a
hotel I like but don’t have the money to pay for it right then,
Booking.com allows me to hold the room until check-in
without a credit card. I use this feature a lot when I book an
error fare but don’t want to confirm a hotel until I know for
sure the airline will honor the ticket.
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HOTEL TONIGHT
Hotel Tonight is a mobile app available on iPhone, iPad,
Android, and Windows devices. The app allows users to book
hotel rooms from 3, 4, and 5-star hotels the same night, as
well as up to 7 days in advance.
Hotel Tonight is not a blind bidding website. They list select
hotels available in the city you select as well as all the hotel
amenities. You can also view pictures and read reviews all
from within the app.
Due to the last-minute nature of the bookings, the app can
offer deep discounts off the hotel's normal list rate.
Although you can book up to 7 days in advance, I have found
that the best deals are found the night of or the day before.
The one thing I like about Hotel Tonight is they offer quality
brand name hotels so you know exactly what you’re getting
when you book. This is also a great app to use if you are road
tripping and are not sure where you will end your drive, so
booking a hotel in advance can be difficult.
What I don’t like about Hotel Tonight is you are booking a
room for just that…tonight. So if you happen to need a room
for more than one night, there is a very good chance the
hotel you are staying in won't have rooms available or the
price will skyrocket. This means you have to pack up and
leave and hope you can find another reasonably priced hotel
in the area.
I also don’t like that it’s only an app. There have been several
times I have wanted to book a room but, for whatever reason,
I either didn’t have my phone or I didn’t have service. Being
able to access an online version of the booking system would
be a great benefit.
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AIRBNB
When my budget can’t afford a hotel but I want more privacy
than a hostel, Airbnb is my go-to website. With Airbnb, you
rent space in someone’s private home. This can be a sofa or
air mattress in the living room (in fact, that's how they
actually started), a shared or private room, or even an entire
apartment or house.
Airbnb offers affordable accommodations in nearly every city
around the world. Rentals range from your run of the mill
apartments and houses to really cool spaces like
treehouses, vintage airstream trailers, private yachts, and
even huge mansions and castles. There is a really cool
lighthouse in Pocasset, Massachusetts that has been on my
bucket list for some time now.
When you book a space on Airbnb the host will tell you in
detail the amenities of the space and its cost, as well as
what type of interaction they expect. From my experience,
most live-in hosts are hands-off unless you need something
(like directions or just want to chat). In spaces where you
rent the entire space, it’s possible to go your entire stay
never having met your host as most places have electronic
door locks.
Each listing features a calendar that displays available dates
and pricing details. There is also an internal emailing system
that allows you to contact a host and ask questions. Most
hosts respond back in less than 24 hours
.
Airbnb offers two types of booking options. One option gives
the host the chance to screen all inquiries before confirming
a booking. With these, you email the host letting them know
you are interested in booking. They will respond back asking
details about your stay and will, at that point, confirm or
decline your booking.
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The other option is their instant book features. These hosts
have decided to book anyone and everyone who is looking for
space. With instant book, there is no communication with the
host prior to booking. You book like you would a normal hotel.
Most of these listings are for the entire space, not just a
private room.
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Airbnb offers great filters to help you select your space. You
can search by criteria such as hosts who accept pets or
smokers, have on-site parking, pool access, available
washers, and dryers, or family/kid-friendly accommodations.
They will even tell you if the rental has WiFi, Cable, or a
fireplace.
I love using Airbnb when I travel with my daughter. I have
found places that have amazing backyards with a swing set,
toys, and video game setups and one place even had an inground trampoline. I also like the fact that you have access
to a kitchen so you can cook your own meals and save money.
HOSTEL BOOKERS
Hostels, not to be confused with the 2005 American splatter
film Hostel, are great, safe places to stay for people of all
ages who are on a tighter budget.
Hostels offer dorm-like rooms (although some offer private
rooms) at really inexpensive rates, usually ranging from $17
to $65 per night for a shared room and bath. Rooms can
range in size from 4 person rooms to 16 person rooms with
both single-sex and mixed-sex options.
Rooms come with access to bunk beds, clean sheets,
storage for your belongings, and often times, organized
activities like guided walking tours, pub crawls, and movie
night.
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Typically, hostels give you access to a fully stocked kitchen
where you can cook all your meals and store your groceries.
Some locations even offer free breakfast and $5 pasta
dinners.
Hostels are great for solo travelers, families, and large
groups. Ages of the guests can run the gamut, from toddlers
traveling with their parents to people well into their golden
years. I have stayed in several different hostels around the
world, and when I do, I have two companies I use:
HostelBookers.com or Hostelworld.com.
Hostel Bookers is my number one choice for booking hostels
and I always check here before looking at any other websites.
I've consistently found HostelBookers to be cheaper than
other booking sites by at least a couple of dollars. Rarely are
they ever the most expensive.
When staying in a hostel there are few things you should
keep in mind:
Typically you can’t book a hostel in the city you live in, so
if you are planning a stay-cation or simply want to try one
out, you’re going to need to do so in the next city over.
If you are traveling with children, all hostels will require
you to book a private room or all of the rooms in a dorm if
no privates are available.
I have never encountered bed bugs in a hostel but I have
heard horror stories. If you apply my advice from above
“Tips for Booking the Best Hotels,” you shouldn’t run into
any issues.
Be aware of curfews. I have yet to stay in a hostel with a
curfew, however I know people who have. When booking a
hostel be sure to look for any information on curfews and
if you don’t see anything on the website that mentions if
they have one or not, call. The last thing you want is to
pay money for a room but have to spend the night locked
out because you are 10 minutes late getting back.
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HOSTEL WORLD
If I can't find anything on Hostel Bookers, my next move is to
head over to Hostel World. Hostel World has a larger amount
of properties listed on its website, so if you can't find
anything on Hostel Bookers, you'll likely be able to find
something on HostelWorld.
The downside of using Hostel World, however, is the price.
Unlike Hostel Bookers, Hostel World charges a $2 service fee
to book your accommodation, making it one of the priciest
options around. Typically most people who book hostels are
already on a tight budget, and although $2 does not seem
like a lot of money, when things are already tight, $2 can
mean the difference between having to walk 8 blocks or
catching the $2 subway.
Having said that, one great feature that Hostel World has
that other hostel booking websites don't have is the ability
to search for partial availability for hostels. This means that
you may be able to spend three nights in a six-bed dorm and
two in a 4-bed dorm, and it'll still show availability. All other
websites would list the hostel as being fully-booked.
Because of these reasons, it's a good idea to check
HostelWorld as well.
COUCH SURFING
What if I told you that you could travel all over the world and
never spend a dime on accommodations? Enter Couch
Surfing. Couch Surfing is for the ultra budget-conscious
traveler or anyone looking to truly immerse themselves in
another city’s or country’s culture while living among the
locals.
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Couch Surfing is a global community of over 10 million people
in more than 200,000 cities around the world who share their
life, their world, their journey with you. Couch Surfing
connects travelers with a network of people willing to share
their couch or even an entire bedroom
If you are familiar with the concept of Airbnb and sharing
your home, Couch Surfing uses the same concept except
hosts open their homes for free. In exchange for a free place
to stay, hosts and guests bond over educating one another
on culture, food, and their way of life.
Most Couch Surfing stays are short 1-2 days and unlike
Airbnb, you are expected to interact with your host. This can
mean cooking meals and sitting down for dinner together,
touring their neighborhood, and even helping with light
chores around the house.
Couchsurfing.com does a pretty good job with screening both
Couch Surfers and hosts. Both are required to submit driver’s
licenses or passports to get started, host and surfers are
encourages to read reviews prior to agreeing to surf/host, as
well as spend some time getting to know each other via their
online chat feature. They verify addresses by confirming a
credit card and they encourage you to link to a social media
profile where your non-Couch-Surfing friends can “vouch” for
you.
They make finding and selecting a host really easy by
offering several different search filters, such as the host’s
age, sex, and room accommodations offered (i.e. couch,
shared room, private room, etc.).You can also see which
hosts have kids, which accept kids, and who has or accepts
pets as well as a list of languages they speak and their
hobbies.
If Couch Surfing sounds like something you would like to try
(and really, every traveler should try it at least once), here
are a few helpful tips:
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Safety first! We all have natural intuition we just need to
learn to listen to it. If something just does not seem
right, follow your gut. No free room is worth your safety.
Do your research. Ask for references, check them out on
social media, ask questions and really listen to the
answers. If something seems off, find someone else.
This should go without saying but I’ll say it anyway.
Respect their culture and space. They are opening their
home to you free of charge. Don’t take advantage of their
kindness.
Always let someone know where you are staying. Give
someone back home the address, name, and phone
number of your host. Also, be sure to check in several
times a day. This can be via a quick text, phone call, or
even a tweet or Instagram.
If you are staying with a host who does not speak your
language learn a few phrases in their language. There are
several free apps available that can help you
communicate in nearly every language.
Know the basics of their culture. For example, when
visiting an Asian country, remember to remove your shoes
before entering the house. You won’t know everything
(and they don’t expect you to) but knowing a few of the
basics goes a long way.
Don’t come empty-handed. Yes, the room is free but
common courtesy dictates that you should always thank
them for opening their space. Your “thank you” does not
have to be in the form of money. A nice bottle of wine, a
book about your Country, or even an offer to make them a
dish that’s popular in your Country would be well received.
All of these things show kindness and that’s what Couch
Surfing is all about.
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BETTER BIDDING
Betterbidding.com is a must if you are using blind bidding
websites like priceline.com or hotwire.com.
Betterbidding.com is a message forum consisting of a
collaboration of travelers who book hotel rooms using blind
bidding websites then share the details of their win with the
forum. The purpose of the forum is to collect as much
information from travelers (i.e. travel dates, cities, bid
amounts, amenities listed, etc.) so that others can use this
information to make an educated guess as to what hotel they
may be bidding on.
There are a handful of sites that do the same thing, but I
have to admit, betterbidding.com does a much better job
updating information, organizing bids, and has a much larger
member database which means more feedback. Information
is posted several times a day as winning bids are posted.
They offer information for both Hotwire and Priceline hotels
and cover every city in the United States and also have a
limited number of international hotels and car rental deals
posted.
I use betterbidding.com for every hotel I book via Hotwire and
Priceline. In my five years of using the site and booking an
average of three hotels a month, they have only been wrong
three or four times. That's pretty impressive if you ask me.
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IMPORTANT LINKS AND TRAVEL RESOURCES

FACEBOOK PAGE TO FOLLOW
THE FLIGHT DEAL
SECRET FLYING
WORLD IN FOUR DAYS

FLIGHT ALERT PAGES

AIRFARE WATCHDOG
FARE COMPARE
SCOTTS CHEAP FLIGHTS
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WEBSITE FOR BOOKING FLIGHTS
SKYSCANNER
GOOGLE FLIGHT SEARCH
SKIPLAGGED
CHEAP AIR
PRICELINE
KAYAK
AIRFORDABLE
GROUPON

WEBSITE FOR BOOKING HOTELS
HOTWIRE
PRICELINE
BOOKING.COM
HOTEL TONIGHT

WEBSITE FOR BOOKING HOUSE
RENTALS
AIRBNB
VRBO
TRIP ADVISOR

WEBSITE FOR FREE ACCOMODATIONS
COUCHSURFING

HOTEL BIDDING ASSISTANCE
BETTER BIDDING
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BUS TRANSPORTATION
MEGA BUS
BOLT BUS

GROUNG TRANSPORTATION
UBER
LYFT

EXCURSIONS/ENTERTAINMENT
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VIATOR
CITYPASS
GOCITY

AIRPORT LOUNGES

PRIORITY PASS

DIRECTIONS

ROME 2 RIO

VACATION NANNIES
CARE.COM

SECURITY SCREENING
TSA PRE-CHECK
GLOBAL ENTRY
CLEAR
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